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c To provide an overview of variation in English including accent, dialect, register and genre 

d  Students should have a good command of English, both spoken and written. 
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To obtain a pass grade students must attend 95% of classes both practical and theoretical. Many practical classes are 
devoted to discussion of reading material (some of which is on the internet) and students must demonstrate that they 
have read this material thoroughly. In addition students undertake two tasks (see below) Students who fail to satisfy the 
continuous assessment criteria must sit for an examination (see below) in addition to submitting the two tasks. 

 Tipo de pruebas teóricas o prácticas a superar:  
The two compulsory tasks are: 
1. (In pairs) An analysis of at least three different accents of English, based on a recording which students make 

themselves. The results of the analysis are presented in class and this presentation forms part of the 
assessment for the course. 

2. (Individual) An analysis of a non-standard dialect in a literary text. These analyses are also presented in class 
and the presentations assessed. 

3. To obtain a grade higher than a pass, students must also present their analyses as written papers 
accompanied by the appropriate bibliography.  

The final examination (only for those students who do not attend class) will consist of both a written paper and a 
laboratory test in which students will identify a number of different accents of English justifying their answers 
on the basis of the phonetic evidence.  
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 Part 1: Variation in terms of user 
1.1 Geographical variation 
1.1.1 Accents 
1.1.2 Dialects 
1.2 Social Variation 
1.2.1 Social and geographical variation 
1.2.2 Patterns of variation in society 
1.2.3 Stylistic variation 
1.2.4 Variation and individuals 
1.2.5 Variation and gender 
1.2.6 Variation and age 
Part 2: Variation in terms of use 
2.1 Register variation 
2.2 Genre variation 
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  All reading material will be available in photocopied form or on the internet. Students are not expected to buy a book
though the following items are extremely useful: 

Cheshire, Jenny (ed.) 1991. English around the World: Sociolinguistic Perspectives. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 
Coates, Jennifer 1986. Women, Men and Language. London: Longman 
Hughes, A & Trudgill, P. 1979. English Accents and Dialects: An Introduction to Social and Regional Varieties of British 
English. London: Edward Arnold. 
Swales, john M. 1990. Genre Analysis: English in Academic and Research Settings Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. 
Trudgill, P. 1994. Dialects London: Routledge. 
Trudgill, P. & Hannah, J. 1985. International English: A Guide to the Varieties of Standard English. London: Edward 

Arnold 
 Despacho: B3-03/Decanato 

Lunes Martes Miércoles Jueves Viernes 
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11.30 a 13.30 11.30 a 13.30   11.30 -13.30 
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