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The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the main trends of Anglo-American Literary 
Criticism, of both 20th and 21st Centuries, specially on poetry. We’ll examine texts in which 
Anglo-American poets write about the literary, social and gender dimensions of poetry. We’ll 
also read essays by poets on their role as such.  
In addition to this, students will be provided with a theoretical introduction on Junguian 
psychoanalysis and archetypal language, and their application to poetry and painting. Texts by 
Canadian women writers such as Margaret Atwood, Gwendolyn MacEwen, P.K. Page, Alice 
Munro, among others will be studied and analysed, from both a theoretic and practical 
perspective.          
The teachers will inform students as to the sources they may use, helping them to sort out any 
questions which may arise during the term. 
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Assessment of the course will be based on regular lessons, seminars and tutorial 
groups.  Students’ participation, effort and interest will be taken into account. The final 
mark will be the result of the addition of the previous items to those obtained by 
submitting several essays during the term. There will be a final written exam for those 
students who may not meet these requirements. 
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 First Part: The Poet as a Critic 
 

1. What is Poetry Today? Definitions and Approaches. 
2. Poets on Poetry 
3. Society, Culture and the Poet. 
4. Poetry and gender. 
 

 
Second Part: A Junguian Approach to Poetry 
 
1. Myth criticism and the concept of archetype 
2. The animus vs. the anima and the shadow 
3. Retelling of classical myths and fairy tales 
4.  Application of archetypal theory to poetical texts.  
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