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The aim of this course is to familiarize students with the main trends of Anglo-American Literary 
Criticism, of both 20th and 21st Centuries, especially on prose and poetry. Students will be 
provided with a theoretical introduction to literary criticism relating
to gender studies which will lead to the analysis of a selection of prose texts of male
and female North American writers. Special emphasis will be given to the construction of
masculine and feminine stereotypes in the texts under analysis in accordance with the
most recent theories on performativity. We’ll examine texts in which Anglo-American poets write 
about the literary, social and gender dimensions of poetry. We’ll also read essays by poets on
their role as such.  
The teachers will inform students as to the sources they may use, helping them to sort out any
questions which may arise during the term. 
 

 Students are recommended to have levels B1/C2 of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages. http://www.coe.int/t/dg4/linguistic/CADRE_EN.asp 
 

Assessment of the course will be based on regular lessons, seminars and tutorial 
groups.  Students’ participation, effort and interest will be taken into account. The final 
mark will be the result of the addition of the previous items to those obtained by 
submitting several essays during the term. There will be a final written exam for those 
students who may not meet these requirements. 

 
 

 
First Part: Literary Criticism and Gender Studies  
 

1. Literary Criticism and Gender 
2. Gender and Performativity 
3. Femininities 
4. Masculinities 

 
Second Part: The Poet as a Critic 
 

1. What is Poetry Today? Definitions and Approaches. 
2. Poets on Poetry 
3. Society, Culture and the Poet. 
4. Poetry and gender 
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