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@®  Thinking Syntactically

The aim of this subject is to develop in students the ability to think about syntax. Since syntax is the component o
linguistics that is concerned with the way words are combined together to form phrases and sentences, this subject illustrates
one way of thinking about sentence formation. Among the many types of syntactic theories that have been developed in ar
attempt to explain how sentences are formed, the approach we will adopt is that known as generative grammar, which uses &
methodology modeled on what is used in the natural sciences, trying to think about syntax in a scientific way and elaborating
our analyses using a scientific methodology. Thus, we aim that our students, when confronted with a syntactic theory or &
particular syntactic analysis, will not accept the proposals as they are, uncritically, but will be able to examine the logic behinc
the proposals, evaluate it, and decide on its merits. Therefore, our goal is to reconstruct and illustrate as explicitly as possible
the thinking behind generative syntax.
@ It is understood that students following this subject have already acquired basic grammatical knowledge in the

subjects English Language |, Il, 11l and IV. A good command in the use of English is also expected.

®

Lecture attendance is strictly compulsory since (i) the dynamics of the lectures will take the form of seminars and (ii
assessment will be based on (a) the direct participation in daily work, (b) class discussions and (c) an assignment submittec
at the end of the course on one of the topics previously assigned for such a purpose and already addressed in the lectures. I
should also be noted that those who do not reach 80% of attendance will indeed have to sit a final exam and present the
different tasks and activities done during the lecturing period.

A. From a theoretical point of view , students who have attended lectures regularly (80% of them) wil
submit an assignment at the end of the semester, as stated above. Those who have not attended the requirec
percentage of lectures will sit a final exam based on the syllabus of the subject, as stated in section Temario below.

B. From a practical point of view , those students attending lectures regularly will be assessed of the
syntactic analyses of the subject during the practical classes and through their assignment work. Those who will have tc
sit the final exam will be asked to do a number of these analyses in it.

The contents of the course will be the following:

The Scientific Study of Language

Diagnostics for Syntactic Structure

Lexical Projections and Functional Projections

Refining Structures: From One Subject Positiont o Many
The Periphery of the Sentence
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