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 This subject aims at familiarizing students with the implications of adopting a functionalist approach (vs. formalist 

approach) to the study of language. If human communication is conceived as a mere process of codification and 
decodification, a partial and inexact view of it will be given. Instead, functionalist approaches take as their object of 
study the speaker’s communicative competence. In order to achieve a better grasp of the communicative 
competence of speakers, attention must be paid to the area of linguistics known as pragmatics. Pragmatic 
theories are chiefly concerned with the mechanisms that human beings use and which take them from what is said 
literally to what is meant. 
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Assessment criteria 

 
for students who attend classes regularly: 

 •   Group assignment (including oral presentation) on one of the topics contained in the syllabus. This must be
passed in order to get a final mark. 

 • Satisfactory performance in the essays set during the course. 
 • Regular attendance to classes and active participation in the practical sessions. 
 
 for students who do not attend classes regularly: 

• Satisfactory performance in the exam held at the end of the semester. 
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1. Pragmatics: Its role within linguistics. 
2. Speech Acts. 
3. Conversation analysis. 
4. Politeness. 
5. Relevance Theory. 
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