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The aim of this course is to provide students with a deep knowledge of the major literary trends in the 20th  century in 
English Literature.  

 
  
  Students are required to have a  deep knowledge of English language, adequate to the fourth year degree they 

are attending in this course. A reference is a B2/C1 Level of the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_European_Framework_of_Reference_for_Languages).  

 Assessment of the course will be based on class participation and attendance as  well as on a final written exam. In 
order to pass the exam the students must show their knowledge of both the theoretical and practical parts. 
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 1. THE TRANSITION FROM THE 19TH CENTURY NOVEL TO THE MODERNIST NOVEL. 
 1.1 Writing at the end of a tradition: Galsworthy, Wells and Bennett. 
 1.2 Henry James and Joseph Conrad: the pioneers of Modernist fiction in England. 
 2 MODERNIST FICTION. 
 2.1 Modernism. A Definition. 
 2.2 James Joyce: Modernism reaching its fullest development.   
             2.3 Other modernist writers: Virginia Woolf, D. H. Lawrence and E.M. Forster 
        3. THE SITUATION OF THE NOVEL IN THE THIRTIES AND FORTIES. 
 3.1.George Orwell: fusing moral-political and artistic purpose. Animal Farm. 
 3.2 Other Writers: Aldous Huxley, Evelyn Waugh and Graham Greene. 
        4. THE POETRY OF THE THIRTIES. THE OXFORD GROUP 
             4.1 Intellectual, cultural and historical background: trapped between two wars. 
             4.2 The Oxford Group: Auden, MacNeice, Day Lewis and Stephen Spender. 
      5. DRAMA IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE 20th CENTURY. 
            5.1 George Bernard Shaw: a call for revolution in the nature and function of the dramatic  
                  experience 
            5.2. Pygmalion: the tension between intellectual and instinctive behaviour.  
 6. THE FIFTIES. THE MOVEMENT AND THE ANGRY YOUNG MEN 
 6.1 The Spirit of change in postwar England. 
 6.2  Characteristics of the Movement and the Angry Young Men: the revolt against experiment. 
               6.3 The tension between rebellion and conformity in Kingsley Amis’s Lucky Jim. 
               6.4. Philip Larkin: a realist poet transcending his self-imposed limitations. 
 7. TOWARDS EXPERIMENTALlSM IN THE ENGLlSH NOVEL OR POSTMODERNIST ENGLlSH 
 FICTION. 
 7.1 An overview of the literary scene: fabulation, non-fiction novel, realistic novel and 
                    problematic novel. 
 7.2 Intertextuality and metafiction in David Lodge’s Small World. 
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