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AOASTRAL

One ol the bizpest problems for the conservation of the netural vegetadion
n the less degradated enviconment of the Tenerite iland, s the mersasing
aunber of aataralized plants mroduesd by man. Among tha, we show in
ihis papur several specics which have spread through the dsland. In some
cases this introduction has heen so big that plants involved have imrcgrated
in the natural and potential-natural vegetation. Nowatays we consider that
il 15 impossible 1 erradicate them, and they can be cansldered character-
islic specics in cerlain substitute plant communities

RESLMEN

F1 crecients asilvestianento de plantas intreduculas por ¢l hombre con
lnes asricolas u prnamentsles. constituye uno de los mavores prollemas
para conservar la vegetacidn natural en los ambientes menos degradados
de L 1sla de Tenerife, En cste lrabap s presentan una serie de especies,
T cuales, sewtn ouestras observaciones, se han extendido de wl manery
pol ol territoria insufar, que en detceminados casos s practicamente
impasible erradicarias. Algunas de ellas se han integrado masivaments ¢n
la vegctacion potencial y constitayen clementos caracteristicos du
determinadas (ormaciones vopetales do sushitecidn.

INTROBDUCTION

The growing spread of naturalized ornamental species constitutes oni of
the meost striking phenomena of plant dynamics o the wland of Tenenfe.

The potential vegetation has been totally or partially pusted from 11 natural
areas and during recuperation phases it has had to compete with the ruderal-
arvensis fora invasive aperesions as well as with the enormous number af exotic
plant varietics inttoduced. These together Torm the several hundreds of ormamen-
tal species cultivated by the Canary islanders i rural and ity patios and gar-
dens, public parks and along the verges of streets and avenuss.

The mild climate of the island has for centuries favoured the cultivation of
plants from warmer parts of the world in particular. The Orotava Botanical
Garden has played an essential role as intermediate step in their acchimulization,
later o be spread thronghout the island, exported to the resl of the islands and
even 1o Furape and other parts of the world.



